STUDENT BOOK REVIEW

To expand your experience with reading, I’d like you to pick a book to read independently this semester then write a book review on it.  A book review means that you will give your OPINION about the book.  The format I want you to follow is below.  There are a few rules I want you to follow:

1. Pick a book you KNOW you can read.  If the vocabulary and sentences are on a level higher than you can read, it will be a horrible and frustrating experience for you.  This should be enjoyable, so make it easy on yourself and pick a book that you can understand.

2. Pick a book you WANT to read.  If you hate war stories but pick the book All Quiet on the Western Front (a war story), then you will not enjoy this experience.  Pick a book on a topic you like.

3. You must show me the book for my approval before you begin reading.  If you don’t, I won’t accept your review.

4. Please format your paper this following way or I will not accept it:
· Times New Roman or Arial font

· 12 point size

· double-spaced

· 1” margins on all sides

· a single-spaced header (see example paper)

· a title (NOT the book title – see example paper)

5. You will prepare a 10-minute presentation on your book to be given in front of the class during final exam week.

Of course, you may come to the tutoring lab or my office hours at any time to ask for help or feedback.  

Also, it is an oddity of writing reviews, but all of your verbs should be in the PRESENT TENSE, mostly simple present, but present progressive and present perfect are possible as well.  I expect you to follow this strange, but important rule.  

Your final paper is due on __________________.  This will also be the date of your presentations.  You may give your report to me at any time before that, but it has to be turned into me no later than this date.  
Here is what the book review requires:

I. Write an INTRODUCTION to your book review.  In this paragraph, you must say the title of the book and the author, as well as write a one sentence summary of the book.  Finally, you will give your opinion of the book.  For example:

Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman is a story about a man who helps a young girl in trouble then finds his life in danger from supernatural forces.  I really enjoyed this book!
II. Write a paragraph about the CHARACTERS of the story.  Tell their names and give a brief description of them.  Then write a paragraph saying which character you liked the best and why, and which character you liked the least and why.  For example:

There are several main characters in Neverwhere.  The two most important characters are Richard Mayhew, a young man who doesn’t have much of a life but falls into a dangerous adventure, and Door, a strange young woman from London Below who has the power to open any lock.  Two men who are hunting them to do not-nice things are Mr. Croup and Mr. Vandermar.  Two characters who are trying to help them are The Marquis de Carabas, a tricky man who cannot die, and Hunter, an unusually strong woman who is a professional bodyguard.  Above them all is the Angel Islington.  

I liked Door best out of all the characters.  She is independent and strong, sometimes careless, but has a sweet side, too.  The character I liked the least was Mr. Croup because he was mean and scary.
III. Write a paragraph about the SETTING of the story.  Tell about the time and place(s) in which the story happens.  Describe these places.  For example:

Neverwhere takes place in London Above and London Below in the present day.  London Below is a community of strange people who can’t be seen by people who live in London Above.  They are ignored or forgotten by regular people.  The people of London Below are a motley bunch: killers, hunters, assassins, blacksmiths, vampires, beggars, earls, dukes, kings and angels.  No one really trusts anyone else.
IV. Write a paragraph about the CONFLICT of the story.  Tell about the problems of the story.  For example:

The conflict of Neverwhere is that someone has hired Mr. Croup and Mr. Vandermar to assassinate Door’s family.  They killed her sisters and her parents, but let Door escape.  Door wants to find out who is responsible and have her revenge.  Another conflict is that Richard Mayhew has become invisible to the people of London Above, and he wants his life back.  
V. Write a paragraph SUMMARIZING the story.  Tell what happened in the story but DO NOT give away the end.  You don’t want to ruin it for people who may want to read the book for themselves.  Don’t get too specific.  This should be a well-developed and interesting paragraph or two.
After Richard Mayhew finds a hurt and bleeding Door on a London street and takes her back to his flat, his life goes nuts.  Door tells Richard that she is from a place called London Below, and that someone has murdered her family.  She doesn’t want Richard involved because it could mean trouble for him.  Richard helps Door return home to London Below, but then he becomes a “non-person” invisible to family, friends, co-workers and people on the street.  Not knowing what else to do, Richard goes to look for Door for help.

Richard finds London Below and meets up with Door again.  Door has hired a bodyguard, Hunter, to protect her while she looks for the person who hired Mr. Croup and Mr. Vandermar to kill her family.  Door takes Richard and Hunter to see the Angel Islington who is responsible for keeping an eye on London Below.  When they find him, Islington says he can help, but will need a special key that only Door can retrieve and use.  Door and her companions go in search of the key, but along the way are stalked by the two assassins, beautiful female vampires and the Great Beast of London.   

If you are uncertain how to write a summary, I have a paper to help you with that.  We will also be practicing summaries in class.

VI. Write a paragraph about YOUR OPINION of the book.  Say whether you liked to book or not and why.  Give good details.  Aim for three to four descriptive sentences.    For example:

I really enjoyed Neverwhere because it is a crazy adventure that isn’t silly or “fun”.  There is danger around every corner for all the characters and the threat of death seems real for them.  I liked how imaginative the book was with the made up setting of London Below.  It was neat to see how the citizens of London Below used the British Museum for their Floating Market – hundreds of people there, but no one could see them – and how they were all sort of magickal.  I’ve read all of Neil Gaiman’s books, and Neverwhere is in my top five favorite books of all time.  I highly recommend Neverwhere!    
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