NARRATING a PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
I.  Definition and Purpose

When we say “narrating”, what we mean is “telling a story”.  In the activity, you will pick a very specific moment to write about and expand on the details.  By “specific moment”, I mean that you will choose one event in your life to write about.  Just one.  The same as any other paper.  You cannot write your entire life’s story for this paper because it would either 1.) be a book (which we don’t have time for), or 2.) it would be too general (and this paper requires detail, not generalities). Good details would include

· Time and place of the event

· Who was there (names, please!)

· Your feelings while the event was happening 
· Direct speech or dialogue (what people said)
All of these things together will make an interesting story to read.

II.  Writing More Than One Paragraph

Since this is our first multiple-paragraph assignment, so it is important to know when to stop one paragraph and begin a new one.  Now, we know that a paragraph is a collection of about five sentences that all discuss one topic.  Five is an average: some paragraphs are shorter (though rarely less than three sentences) while some are longer (I’ve seen single paragraphs that go on for a page or two).  However, there are other “ones” you need to know when deciding if you need a new paragraph or not:
· ONE speech

· ONE action

· ONE time

· ONE place

Each time the person speaking or a person doing an action or the time or the place changes, you have to add a new paragraph.  This is a very general rule, but it works Read the story below and use the paragraph symbol ( ¶ ) to show where it should be divided.  (HINT: There are 12 paragraphs.)
Later that morning, as Penny was shuffling through a pile of papers on her desk, she happened to glance up at the security monitors - just as Devin walked into the bank.  She followed him from camera to camera until he stopped in a teller's line.  She watched his body language for a few moments before she paged the security guard to put him on alert.  You don't work in a bank for twenty years and not know what a bank robber acts like.  As she watched Devin on one monitor, she spun another camera around to watch the teller.  For a few moments she thought to leave the young pretty girl at the mercies of the soon to be bank robber, then had a change of heart at the last moment.  No, she had it with men willfully taking things from helpless women.  She was going to take this one on herself; she had nothing to lose.  She exited her office and walked out onto the bank floor.  Casually, she walked up to the teller and informed her that it was time for her to take a break.  "Next?" Penny looked directly at Devin.  Devin was almost overwhelmed with anxiety as he quietly moved to the counter.  He was trying, but not trying, to make eye contact. "How may I help you today sir?" Penny asked happily.  Devin looked up at her and said quietly and calmly, "This is a hold up.  Do not make any sudden moves. Do not push the silent alarm button."  Penny smiled again and asked politely "Do not push the button, or what?"   Devin looked blankly at the teller, wondering if this conversation was normal during a robbery, then continued, "Do not push the silent alarm or I will shoot you" He pulled his gun out and held it where she could see it.  Something about the gun and the robbers attitude flipped a switch in Penny's head.  Anger flowed through her like lava as the last month of despair and hopelessness caught up with her.  Her husband left and took everything she had, her children, her home, her future, and her dignity. She wasn't brave enough to take her own miserable life and this looked like the perfect opportunity to let somebody do it for her.  She thought back to her drive to work and realized that perhaps she wasn't trying to end somebody else's life as much as she was seeking a method to end her own.  She reached up and grabbed the panic button on her necklace and held it up so that Devin could see it, then pushed the button, "You mean, like this?" Devin was stunned, and for a moment, a very quick moment, all he could do was stare at the crazy lady.  This was not how he had played out the robbery in his head.  His version was much simpler, very much like the hold-ups you see in the movies all the time.  Adrenaline coursed through his body as he considered his options.  He decided he needed to exit while he could.  
III.  Parts of a Narrative
When writing a narrative, it is important to keep in mind its three parts: the topic sentence (or “introduction”), the details (or “body”), and the closing sentence (or “conclusion”), all of which we have discussed and practiced.  However, narratives don’t exactly work the same way as other paragraphs.  For one thing, there are no supporting ideas.  Also, it will take several paragraphs to tell your story in full.  However, each paragraph does not require a closing sentence. 
Most of you know how to tell stories, I feel sure.  So, this should be a pretty easy assignment.  However, I want you to write the story following a particular organization.  The organization looks like this:
A.  The topic sentence says what the topic (your event) is and either a.) describes it OR b.) says your feeling about it. For example:
One of my favorite memories is when I was invited to speak on a panel at the San Diego International Comic-Con.

In this topic sentence I say what the event is (“being invited to San Diego International Comic-Con”) and my feeling about it (“one of my favorite memories”).  Note that when you wrote your paper in full that the topic sentence is its own paragraph.  Yes, that’s odd, but there’s a reason for it: this is a “springboard” to writing a full introductory paragraph later.
B.  The first paragraph gives basic, general background information about the experience – who, what, where, and when will be described here.  This is not the place for details.  This paragraph is to get readers who don’t know you up-to-speed (“You tell them what they need to know to understand the story.”).  Assume anyone who reads the paper doesn’t know you.  For example:
Back in the summer of 2007, A non-profit organization I volunteer for, PRISM Comics, asked me if I would like to come and speak at San Diego International Comic-Con about my work on my own indy comics.  Of course, I agreed!  Every comic nerd dreams of being on a Comic-Con panel!  I bought my bus ticket and Con pass the same day and started to practice what I would say.
I have not included information about my height, weight, age, favorite color, or most beloved pet because these have nothing to do with the story I’m about to tell.  Even in this paragraph, you must stick to your topic!

C.  The “body” of the story tells the interesting details about the experience in chronological order (BEGINNING >> MIDDLE>> END).  This section could be several paragraphs long depending on how long it takes to tell your story.  For example:
The day of the presentation, I met my other panelists – Steve, Tommy, Megan, Lynx and Jennie.  We were all very excited to be honored this way, but we were also very nervous.  There were a lot of people there and I know I didn’t want to look like an amateur (even though I was).  When it was our time, we went up to the table, took our seats and waited for the moderator to begin.
After everyone was seated, we all took turns introducing ourselves, then the real questions began – “Why are you all ‘rising stars’?”  “Who influences your work?”  “What is the role of indy comics these days?”  “How do you portray LGBTQ people in your writing?”  These were all pretty easy questions, but the hardest question for me to answer was to describe what my work was about because I have a hard time “showing off” in public.  However, since I was seated in front of 500 people who wanted to know more about me, I decided that this time it was OK to show off.  I said, “My book is about magic realism and what it means to be in a family.”  I talked for a few minutes then let someone else gave a turn.  

The panel lasted for an hour but it felt like two seconds.  When it was done, a ton of people walked up to all of us to shake our hands.  I talked to several people about my work and theirs, and I even got to meet my hero, Rachel Pollack!  We had to clear the room eventually, but talking with my new friends went on for another hour.
D.  The closing sentence (or “conclusion”) should do ONE of three things – 1.) evaluate the experience (why it was important or how it changed your life); 2.) describe the rewards or punishments that happened because of the experience; OR 3.) explain what lessons were learned from the experience.  For example:
Even though this was a highlight in my young career as a comic book creator, I do regret one thing about it: no one thought to bring a video camera to record us.
This is an example of an evaluation closing sentence.  
IV.  Formatting a Narrative
You will be graded on your grammar, your paragraph structure and how interesting your writing is.  Please have your paper PRINTED and FORMATTED correctly before you come to class.  The correct format is
· Times New Roman or Arial font

· Size 12

· Left-justified

· 1” margins all the way around

· Double-spaced

· A centered title (Be creative!)
· An appropriate single-spaced header in the upper right-hand corner
Without these elements, your paper will be turned back and considered “late” until it is re-submitted with corrections.  

Of course, it goes without saying to check your grammar: verb tenses, nouns/pronouns, punctuation, capitalization, and adjectives.  

Altogether, your paper should look like this:
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When I Spoke at Comic-Con

One of my favorite memories is when I was invited to speak on a panel at the San Diego International Comic-Con.

Back in the summer of 2007, A non-profit organization I volunteer for, PRISM Comics, asked me if I would like to come and speak at Comic-Con about my work on my own indy comic.  Of course, I agreed!  Every comic nerd dreams of being on a Comic-Con panel!  I bought my bus ticket and Con pass the same day and started to practice what I would say.

The day of the presentation, I met my other panelists – Steve, Tommy, Megan, Lynx and Jennie.  We were all very excited to be honored this way, but we were also very nervous.  There were a lot of people there and I know I didn’t want to look like an amateur (even though I was).  When it was our time, we went up to the table, took our seats and waited for the moderator to begin.

After everyone was seated, we all took turns introducing ourselves, then the real questions began – “Why are you all ‘rising stars’?”  “Who influences your work?”  “What is the role of indy comics these days?”  “How do you portray LGBTQ people in your writing?”  These were all pretty easy questions, but the hardest question for me to answer was to describe what my work was about because I have a hard time “showing off” in public.  However, since I was seated in front of 500 people who wanted to know more about me, I decided that this time it was OK to show off.  I said, “My book is about magic realism and what it means to be in a family.”  I talked for a few minutes then let someone else gave a turn.  

The panel lasted for an hour but it felt like two seconds.  When it was done, a ton of people walked up to all of us to shake our hands.  I talked to several people about my work and theirs, and I even got to meet my hero, Rachel Pollack!  We had to clear the room eventually, but talking with my new friends went on for another hour.
Even though this was a highlight in my young career as a comic book creator, I do regret one thing about it: no one thought to bring a video camera to record us.

